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Abstract

The mounting of paintings and calligraphic works has long been construed as a
decorative touch or a conservation measure. However, if we review the history of this
practice carefully, it becomes clear that this practice has been profoundly influenced
by political power transfer and cultural change. Thus, we may wonder why mounting,
as a vehicle of culture, is imbued with such important symbolism. Taiwan was under
Japanese colonial rule between 1895 and 1945, followed by the Nationalist Govern-
ment’s retreat from China to this island. Both of them were of crucial importance for
the political power transfer and cultural change in modern Taiwan.

In the early years of Taiwan retrocession, the gatherings of distinguished artists
(e.g. Yu You-Jen and Liang Han-Tsao) incorporated the form and taste of the paper
mounting practice used to prevail in the Japanese colonial period. Nonetheless, such
a development did not continue but was quickly replaced by the introduction of tradi-
tional Chinese mounting style.

Focusing on the Taiwanese artworks I have restored since 2006, this paper seeks
to address the significance of the mounting and restoration of Chinese pictorial art to
the reconstruction of Taiwanese art history from the perspective of a restorer.

Keywords: mounting of Taiwanese paintings and calligraphic works, restoration, pa-
per mounting, Yeh Jung-Chung, Yu You-Jen
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