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Abstract

In the post-war era before the lifting of martial law (1945-1987), Taiwanese art-
ists were either individuals who experienced two externally imposed political systems
(Japan and China), or those who migrated from China to Taiwan as a result of the
Chinese Civil War. Their creative styles and approaches diverged dramatically due to
the differences in their ethnic, educational and cultural backgrounds as well as their
respective innate qualities. This paper seeks to utilize structuralist and anti-structur-
alist theories to discuss how artists, prior to the lifting of martial law, engaged in the
complex field of Taiwanese visual arts in the second half of the 20th century, and
how they, repressed by the external state apparatus though, chose to voice criticism
through art as the medium, and imbued their oeuvres with their innermost thoughts
and feelings.

On a more specific basis, this paper employs structuralist analysis of society,
politics and culture to address the impact of state power/knowledge on art agents,
particularly the cultivation of Taiwanese artists under the state apparatus, the accu-
mulation of their symbolic capital, and the governmental control and restriction over
their oeuvres from the end of the Second World War to the lifting of martial law. To
explain the situation, this paper applies the theories of “field,” “habitus™ and “capital”
formulated by Pierre Bourdieu (1930-2002) and those of “power,” “discipline” and
“subject” by Michel Foucault (1926-1984) as the tools to offer a macro-analysis of
the external structure.

However, the artists flourishing in this period were a disparate group having
received arts education in Japan, China, Europe or the United States as they sought
to make personal appeal for flight from state power. In other words, a macro-analysis
alone is insufficient to explain the cases of artistic creation that chose to “flee” from
the domain and use visual media for “subjective” enunciation. Contemporaries of
Bourdieu and Foucault, French philosopher Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995) collaborated
with psychotherapist and linguist Pierre-Félix Guattari (1930-1992) in anti-structural-
1st micro-analysis of the inner existence of individuals or groups who struggle against
the state apparatus. Accordingly, the framework based on Deleuze’s and Guattari’s

% <¢

theories about “difference,” “collective assemblages of enunciation” and “multi-sub-
jectivity” can improve our understanding of the complex nuances between the artists

who fled and those who did not.

Keywords: the lifting of martial law, difference, state apparatus, structuralism, disci-
pline, subject, anti-structuralism, flight, enunciate, collective assemblage
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