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Abstract

This article explores the relationship between the early watercolor painting scenes 

in both Taiwan and Japan during the Japanese colonial period, focusing on topics such 

as painting associations, mentorship, and travel. First, reviews are conducted on the 

watercolor painting, with Ishikawa Kinichiro’s mentorship of students after he relocated 

to Taiwan also examined. The article points out that Japanese students’ involvement in 

the Japanese art scene was earlier than that of Taiwanese students. Second, based on 

the exhibition catalog of Nihon Susai  (Japan Watercolor Exhibition), it is noted that 

many watercolor painters who were living in Taiwan were selected for the exhibition. 

At the same time, Nihon Susai members also frequently traveled to Taiwan to paint en 

plein air  and present exhibitions, which led to exchanges between the two sides. The 

establishment of Taiwan’s Seven Star Painting Association and Taiwan Watercolor 

Association also had some connections to Nihon Susai . Finally, with the plein air

painting trip to Northeast Asia in 1928 taken by Chen Ying-Sheng and Lan Yin-Ding, 

members of the Seven Star Painting Association, as an example, analysis is done on their 

experiences under the then trend of plein air  painting trips which was popular among 

those in the Japanese watercolor painting scene, with their works examined to expound 

on the close relationship between watercolor painting and national construction, 

transportation, and tourism.
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