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Abstract

During the Japanese colonization of Taiwan (1895-1945), Japanese art painters often traveled 

to Taiwan to paint en plein air . Ozawa Shusei (1886-1954) was hired as a juror of the Western 

Painting Department of the Taiwan Art Exhibition for three consecutive terms from the exhibition’s 

fifth to seventh iterations (1931-1933). He also devoted himself to depicting the metropolitan 

landscapes of Taipei and  conducted art lectures, presented a solo exhibition, and created around 40 

paintings paying homage to the beauty of the modern city.

Taiwanese painter Chen Ching-Fen (1910-1987) met Ozawa in Paris, and the two then 

traveled to Taiwan together. Chen perceived a faint melancholy in Ozawa’s depictions of the 

metropolitan landscapes of Taipei, which conveyed that the old city of Taipei was no longer 

present. In other words, the modern metropolitan landscapes of the colony seemed to express both 

the beauty and sorrow of "colonial modernity" from the perspectives of both the colonizers and the 

colonized.

During Ozawa’s stay in Taiwan, the painter also received commissions from the Kaohsiung 

City Government to paint the prosperous scenes at the Kaohsiung Harbor after its expansion, 

as well as the tropical landscapes of the southern region. As evidenced by the three paintings 

depicting the scenes of the Kaohsiung Harbor selected by the artist for the Taiwan Fine Arts 

Exhibition

Kaohsiung.

In contrast to this, the artist also chose to depict the distinctive local scenery of Cijin Island's 

coconut groves, which were exhibited at the Nika Association, and those artworks seemed to 

demonstrate the artist's personal artistic pursuit. 

This paper focuses on the works of Ozawa Shusei created in the 1930s when he was in 

Taiwan, with related postcards and news articles compared and the artist's expression of colonial 

modernity at the time examined, exploring how he pursued the unique local color of Taiwan's 

landscapes, in an attempt to return to the fundamental issues of artistic expression.

Keywords: Ozawa Shusei, Chen Ching-fen, Taipei landscape, Kaohsiung landscape, 

colonial modernity, local color
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