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Abstract

Artworks are the foundation of art history research. Only with the presence of
works of art, art history can then be discussed. Miaoli ceramics was first developed in
the Meiji period of the Japanese Era, but the items created during its budding period
can only be read about in archives, and no actual works have been found. It has become
a gap in the history of Miaoli ceramics. Fortunately, the National Taiwan Museum
has several pieces of Miaoli pottery collected from that time. The collection includes
a Lotus-leaf-frog Tea Set, but the maker's name is unknown. The tea set is a worthy
subject of further study and is, therefore, the focus of this paper. This paper references
original documents such as transcripts of household registration, résumés, and other
ceramic artifacts as evidence to prove that the piece was made in the ceramic factory
of Iwamoto Tosaku, in Dakeng Village, Gongguan Township, and it was made in the
40th Year of the Meiji Period (1907) by Kameoka Kiyosaburd from Tokonabe, Aichi
Prefecture, Japan. The paper then focuses on the tea set to further examine the ceramic
technology and the creative style from that period. As a representative work from
the budding period, it serves as a substantial example that enriches the study on the

development of Miaoli ceramics during that particular period in time.

Keywords: Miaoli Ware, Tokonabe Ware, Iwamoto Tosaku, Kameoka

Kiyosaburo, Lotus-leaf-frog Tea Set
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