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The Unspeakable: The Humble Metaphors of Plants in
Stanley Fung’s Photography
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Chang, Min-Chi / Ph.D., Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales, Paris
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Abstract

Stanley Fung, who is also a pastor and photographer, is accomplished in
presenting invisible sacred messages through visible photographic images. Since
the portrait series Dust Icons, every exhibition of Fung manifests a very clear
Christian theological context. In 2015, his exhibition Metaphors of Humbleness
was discreet but decisive in Fung’s creations. The works in this exhibition
inherited Fung’s style of biblical imagery, and began to find out the sacredness
from the secular things, so that ordinary beings can reveal the apocalypse of the
truth. Among them, the Mere Straw (2015) series is the only work that is not
categorized as a choreographed photography, which simply conveys the sacred
message through the reproduction of the objective world. Although like many
plant images in art history, the plants presented in Mere Straw are not special.
However, the value of things does not lie in the appearance, but depends on the
way they are looked at. Especially the seeing in this work is not only about a
person’s gaze, but God’s gaze on the world. Hence, even if the plant is negligible,
it can still open up the mysteries of the world for people. Under the guidance of
Mere Straw, this article will approach the core of Fung’s faith step by step, and

try to uncover the true meaning of metaphors of humbleness.

Keywords: Stanley Fung, Mere Straw, sacred, metaphor of

humbleness, plants
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