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Abstract

The Bolero restaurant opened in the bustling Dadaocheng area in the city of
Taipei in the 1930s, when Taiwan was under Japanese colonial rule. It was one of
the gathering places for literary and art circles at the time and played a vital role
in the history of fine arts in Taiwan. The Central Bookstore in Taichung played a
similar role in central Taiwan.

The majority of studies on the Central Bookstore’s role in the history of
Taiwan’s fine arts focus on its influence during the Japanese colonial period. Less
is covered on the Bookstore’s role in and contribution to the development of fine
arts after 1945.

The Central Bookstore was first founded to improve the cultural and social
lives of Taiwanese people. This essay describes how the Central Bookstore
continued to serve its role as a cultural generator in the postwar years. It
contributed to the development of fine arts in central Taiwan by sponsoring
artists, serving as a venue for art displays, and placing advertisements for fine
arts groups.

Over the years many artists achieved greater influence in the art world
through the cultural and social network offered by the Central Bookstore. Many
of these stories and how the Central Bookstore once acted as a patron of fine arts
were gradually forgotten. This essay is therefore written to reconstruct this faded

part of Taiwan’s fine arts history.

Keywords: sponsorship, Central Book Store, Taiwanese Cultural

Association, fine arts in Taiwan
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