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Abstract

Railway construction was a key part of Taiwan’s Modernization Program 

were drastically changed by train stations and its track system in each city. In 

Taiwan’s large-scale urban development, modernization equates to economic 

growth that is conducive to transforming a traditional agricultural community 

into an industrial society. Railways are all over the cities of Taiwan, became 

the new landscape and proof of modernization. Especially in the Taipei Area, 

such as Taipei, Keelung, Ruifang, Hou-tong, Beitou, etc., Railroads promoted 

the development of industries in these places.This novel landscape attracted 

people’s attention and inspired many artists, such as Ishikawa Kinichiro (1871-

1945), Ni Chiang-Huai (1894-1943), Chen Cheng-Po (1895-1947) , Chen Chih-

Chi (1906-1931),Su Ciou-Dong, Hung Rui-Lin (1912-1996), et al. These artists 

created art pictures with railway elements. My perspective of art history is to 

conduct a thorough examination of these art works, to analyze and to provide 

modern meaning relating to the society. Furthermore, I try to use style analysis 

to illustrate the connection of artists’ impressions and Railway Elements such as 

railway, train station, tunnel, iron bridge, etc. The results explain the images with 

modern elements and the development of arts under Japanese colonial rule. 

Keywords: Taiwan art history, modernization, railway cultural, 

sketching, landscape
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