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Abstract

The act of seeing is never objective. It is closely linked to subjective factors
such as the viewer’s location, background, experience, and the way he or she
receives information. In Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule, a scenic spot was not
created simply because of the objective geographical conditions of the place, but also
because the landscape was selected for their diverse meanings, and certain special
spots were often accompanied by many memories, stories or lessons. The landscape
itself is a geographic node, and some nodes are not selected simply by distance or
geomorphological differences, but the process of selection is linked to complex
narrative context or political intent. Through an analysis of the official propaganda
vocabulary of the Japanese colonial period, this article interprets the colonial
government’s attempts and manipulations to shape Taiwan’s image, and at the same
time observes the responses of the mainlanders who were the recipients, to examine
the performance of the colonial government’s shaping actions. The latter part of the
article analyses the consciousness of the colonized Taiwanese about the presentation
of Taiwan’s image and seeks to identify their efforts to convey a ‘local color’ within

the restricted channels of official voices.
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