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Abstract

In 1895, the Empire of Japan colonized Taiwan, followed by the
introduction of the modern scientific knowledge of earthquake observation and
the disaster prevention and management systems. However, the photographs of
earthquake disasters in Taiwan taken by the colonizer tended to be a display of
the colonizer’s power and superior gaze. The related collections of earthquake
disaster photographs exhibit the colonizer’s attempts to establish its colonial
rule and consolidate the asymmetrical power relations. On the other hand, as the
author examined the pictures of the disaster-stricken areas taken by the colonizer,
the earthquake calamities seemingly weakened the power of the colonizer’s gaze
and presented a deathscape beyond the control of the governance system.

The earthquake disaster photography during the Japanese colonial
period has received surprisingly little attention in the literature of photography
studies. Therefore, this study seeks to investigate the relational trinity of
disaster management, earthquake disasters, and photographic representation at
that time by reference to the earthquake disaster photography in the Japanese
colonial period and related historical material. Besides, this study points out
that these earthquake disaster photographs showed the ruler’s impotence
and vulnerability in face of earthquake disasters in Taiwan due to the lack of
experience in earthquake disaster management. Furthermore, this study not only
cogitates on the connections between the geographical features and the cultural
modalities revealed by earthquake disaster photography, but also delves into
the geographical, historical and cultural significance embedded in a series of

photographs of toppled temples.

Keywords: earthquake, earthquake disaster photography, disaster

management, Japanese colonial period
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