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Abstract

Art exchange has played a crucial role in the development of Taiwanese
fine arts. To give a few examples, Chinese painting and calligraphy were
introduced from China’s southeast coastal area into Taiwan during the Ming and
Qing dynasties; Japanese art influenced Taiwanese modern art when Taiwan was
under Japanese rule; American abstract art inspired Taiwanese abstract ink-wash
painting in the post-war era; and Installation art affected Taiwanese modern art in
the 1970s. The art exchange with China, Japan, Europe, and America has become
part of Taiwanese art history. However, the art exchange and influence between
Southeast Asia and Taiwan remain unclear so far, which is in urgent need of
investigation. To grasp the art exchange between Taiwan and Malaysia, this essay
seeks to describe Chung Chen-Sun’s art journey in Taiwan by collating the basic
data and stakeholders’ interviews.

Chung Chen-Sun (1935-) is an important Malaysian modern ink-wash
painter and the founder of the Malaysian Institute of Art. He epitomizes the
art exchange between Taiwan and Malaysia, which is ergo worth thorough
investigation. Chung visited Taiwan in 1972, and Lion Art Magazine then
published several pieces of art news about Malaysia, enhancing Taiwanese
understanding of Malaysia’s art development. In 1980, Chung staged a solo
exhibition at Taiwan’s National Museum of History, formally introducing his
works to the Taiwanese art circle. Kuan Chih-Chung, a reporter from Min Sheng
Daily, interviewed Chung and classified his oeuvre as part of the modernization
movement of Chinse painting. In 1981, Chung taught as a guest professor at
the invitation of the Chinese Culture University. Taiwanese young art student
Chen Yung-Mo became his disciple, and Chung encouraged Chen to present
an exhibition in Kuala Lumpur. In 1982, Chung founded the International
Alliance of Modern Ink-wash Painting and served as its president, whereby he
greatly facilitated art exchange. In 1984, the award of “Overseas Culture and Art
Exchange” from the Chinese Culture and Art Association was bestowed on him
for his distinguished contribution to art exchange.

The case of Chung Chen-Sun indicated that the art exchange between
Taiwan and Southeast Asia is as profound as positive, not only in terms of
exhibition collaboration, but also in terms of the engagement in Taiwanese art
development. If we regard the exchange as an outer activity or an interaction
from the Other’s perspective, we would be unable to grasp and interpret how

these artistic networks shaped Taiwanese art world. The value of art exchange
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is particularly highlighted when we shift our focus from Malaysia back onto
the course of Taiwanese modern ink-wash painting. In sum, this relational
perspective will prompt Taiwanese art studies to examine and evaluate its

relations to Southeast Asian arts in a more dynamic fashion.

Keywords: Taiwanese fine arts, Chung Chen-Sun, “Nanyang painting

style”, art exchange, modernization of Chinese painting
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