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NTMoFA’s Ripple and Overflow
from 1988 to 2020: A Study on the
Establishment, Expansion and
Visions of the “NTMoFA System”

Hsin-Yi CHAO

Associate Researcher, Exhibition Division, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts

Abstract

The aim of this study is twofold: (1) discussing the reasons for the spatial transformation
of the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts (NTMoFA) from the aspects of its architectural
deployment and ongoing renovation constructions; and (2) investigating the mutual influence
between the developing “NTMoFA System” and the museum’s mission modifications. Based
on historical documents and first-hand design drawings and materials, this study analyzes
the evolution of the NTMoFA’s architectural space design since 1988 from three major
aspects: history, space, and task. Its position was extended from a node of the urban green
belt into a multifaceted, transparent building highlighting the integration of humanity and
nature. Secondly, in order to enhance the space’s service function, the buildings have been
stretched both horizontally and vertically. Along the vertical axis are the “Digiark” and the
“New Storehouse” since 2007 apart from the “Courtyard” reconstruction in 2004, while the

“Art Bank” and the “National Center of Photography and Images” were established along the
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horizontal one since 2014, seeking to foster a diversity of art forms and tasks. Furthermore,
to fulfill the public accessibility and friendly service, the NTMoFA has modified its space
since 2019 with large-scale constructions ranging from improving the vertical visiting
route to offering escalator facilities for the elderly and the visitors with special needs. It
even remodeled its exhibition rooms twice to combine the playing, reading and exhibition
areas in the underground space. From the synthetic analysis of the three aspects mentioned
above, this study concludes that the NTMoFA’s visions give prominence to visitor services
offering cross-age and cross-ethnic needs, art display including single and mixed media,
and collection development from conventional preservation and restoration to digital virtual
interdisciplinary applications. Hence, invoking the metaphor of “ripple”” and its implications
such as “long flow,” “overfilling” and “fluctuation,” the “NTMoFA System” will keep
carrying the crucial responsibilities of reconstructing Taiwanese art history, expanding its
architectural space and functions, and communicating with diverse ethnic groups to produce

disturbances and dialogues.

Keywords: National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, NTMoFA system, Reconstructing

Taiwanese art history , cultural accessibility, social inclusion
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