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The Culture of Japanese Modern
Buddhist Statue Appreciation

and Its Influence on Taiwan:
From Huang Tu-Shui and Sakya

Yi-Ru SU

Ph.D. in Fine Arts, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Huang Tu-Shui was born in Taiwan, an island under Chinese cultural influence and
Japanese colonial rule at that time. During the Taishd era, Huang developed his inimitable
Buddhist art and humanistic literacy underpinned by the concept of “Asian integration.”
Through ascetic-like practice, he attainted mastery of both Japanese modern Buddhist
sculpture and Western realistic one. Apart from making pilgrimages to sacred places of
religious art, he devoted as much effort to poring over the results of Japanese field surveys
into the sacred places of oriental Buddhist art in the East, as senior Buddhist monks in past
dynasties did to journeying to India on quests for Buddhist scriptures, Buddha's teachings,
and truth of life. Transcending the confines of the religious heritage of the Bangka Lungshan
Temple, Huang's conception and sculptural style of the Shakyamuni Buddha featured the
earthly body of Siddh rtha Gautama who acquired divine wisdom through devotional

practice of simplicity, humility and dhyana. By virtue of his twin masterpieces Sakya
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respectively made of wood and (colored gypsum) bronze, Huang expected that one day the
Bangka Lungshan Temple could become a center of both religious and artistic pilgrimages,
and additionally contribute to museological collection, research and maintenance. Arts and
religions are as eternal as immortal that they exist beyond the scope of human life and can be

passed down from generation to generation.
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