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Abstract

Researches into Taiwan’s art history and large scale exhibitions featuring Taiwan’s art
history peaked in the 1990s. However, indigenous Taiwanese art appeared mainly in the
early years of the colonial period in the study of Taiwan’s art history. Accounts of
indigenous art was categorized by tribes and types of objects. In this temporal order,
indigenous art is significant as it sits at the “front end” of an “integrated” Taiwanese
art history. Another approach is to narrate the art of Han people and indigenous people
separately. Since the majority of accounts on indigenous art focuses on the post-1990s, the
leap from “traditional” to “modern” forms a temporal “interrupted continuity” .

This essay investigates the limitations caused by this “interrupted continuity”  based
on Michel Foucault's complex and Tony Bennet's exhibitionary complex (1995) to examine
the institutional framework of national museums. Also investigated are how a temporal
order of people and things are established through the museum system and an entire set of
cross-disciplinary knowledge that covers archaeology, anthropology, history, and art history;
how indigenous art is added into national history but yet sits in a “temporal interval’
between the we-group and the others-group and consequently evolves into an “interrupted
continuity”  in history.

The research scope includes indigenous art as part of the development process of the
knowledge framework in national museums and the incorporation of indigenous art into art
history at national and municipal art museums. The research objective is to facilitate the
integration of indigenous art into mainstream art history so as to allow the public to put
their understanding of history into their discussions. The essay concludes with the argument
that the “renaissance of cultural memory” is not just about the coexistence of different
categories of knowledge, but also the coexistence of the we-group (colonizers) and the
others-group (indigenous people). This “coexistence’ and the “renaissance of cultural
memory  require historical data and documents to recreate the modern experience of
indigenous art. The complications involved in the historical context of colonial modernity
include more than simply admiring the aesthetics of artworks. It is about defining the
conditions for presenting history through works of art, particularly indigenous art, which has
long been a minority in Taiwan’s art history due to the relatively small proportion of

indigenous artworks collected by public museums in Taiwan.

Keywords: complex, exhibitionary complex, contact zone, indigenous art history
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