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Abstract
The theme of this essay is “The Colorful Ink Shows Life: An Analysis on Zheng Shan-

Xi's Paintings of Dramas Creation Series . Interviews, culture researches, the art sociology
and style analysis methodologies are applied. As a native of the Longxi County, Fujian
Province, Zheng (1932-) liked to watch traditional dramas such as Peking drama, puppet
shows and pipa since his childhood. In 1950, he came across the strait to Taiwan and was
admitted to the art section of Tainan Normal School (now known as National Tainan
University). After serving as a teacher for three years in a national school (now known as
national primary school), Zheng was admitted to the Art Department at Taiwan Provincial
Normal College (now known as the Department of Fine Arts of National Taiwan Normal
University), and was under the influences of formal college training, Zheng's paintings are
based on life, and life is art. The traditional dramas of color ink is a memory of cultural
relics as well as the memory of culture. These artifacts reflect themselves, and triggered his
memories to the past. It involves topics of cultural memory, nostalgia and historical memory.
As a result, studying the meaning behind his depiction of traditional dramas enables us to
understand his original intention of paintings. This paper firstly explores the cultural
memory - color ink Beijing drama; then explores the nostalgic issue - the puppets for the
puppet show; finally, it discusses the historical memory featuring the pipa. The research
result indicates that Zheng's paintings of dramas creation series integrate artistic practice
into real life, and present his inability to return home. But by depicting traditional dramas to
respond to the real life and the historical memories, he created a spiritual homecoming in

the real world.

Keywords: Zheng Shan-Xi's Beijing drama, Puppet show idol, colorful ink
shows life, Pipa show idol
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