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Investigation of the Wild Area
—Taiwan's Post-war History Cycle and Self-naming
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Abstract
What is the origin of the “contemporary art” in Taiwan? How did the development of

post-war art history become the birthplace of the contemporary art and whether such an
inquiry about the origin of the contemporary art was the beginning of the “anti-root
historical context? Why should we take the “Wild Rhizome™ into the history of the
Taiwanese art? This article will explore the curatorial research and working methods of the
2018 Taiwanese Biennial, “Wild Rhizome”, of the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Art in
Taiwan in light of the “non-historical” features of Taiwan's local history. “Wildness™ has
become a collection of patrolling and historical archives or creative stories in non-
mainstream historical categories. “Rhizome” has become a contextual organization that
describes many archives or cases that are mutually derived and interwoven to become a
witness to Taiwan’s art history. This method of work itself is intended to apply the curatorial

development as an approach to the study of local history.

Keywords: Contemporary curating, non-historical, self-naming
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