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Abstract
The Ching Empire extended its territory during the periods of K'ang-hsi, Yung-cheng,

and Ch'ien-lung Emperors (1662-1795 ) , also known as the golden age of the Empire. After
several victories of battles for pioneering and expanding the ruling regime, making maps was a
task for the Empire to clarify the domain, mark the imperial scope of jurisdiction concretely,
and construct a political and cultural system of visuality. In the late 17th century, Taiwan was
annexed into the territory of the Ch'ing Empire. Afterwards, the local officials and the ruling
center adopted traditional wood cut ink printing maps, color painting scroll maps, and modern
longitude and latitude maps one after another to visualize the acclimated and desolate border
in the southeast coast. The Ch'ing Empire applied various cartographies to create a knowledge
and power structure, in which the newly attached borderland was regarded a wild frontier and
became the objective other under the gaze of the subjective empire. The cartographers loyal to
the Empire created various maps of Taiwan to endow symbolic significances to the offshore
frontier by means of consultation, imagination, or personal inspection. The Ch’ing Empire, as
a dominator, manipulated maps of visuality to incorporate, define, and represent an objectified

and differentiated Taiwan.

Keywords: chorographic map of Taiwan, visuality, gaze, other, representation
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