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Abstract

After coming to Taiwan in 1901, Hotsuma Ozaki (1874-1949) immediately began to
actively participate in activities related to seal carving, In 1907, he initiated Taiwan's first seal
carving society during the Japanese colonial period to promote the art of seal carving. He used
his position at “Taiwan Nichinichi Shinpo™ newspaper to publish works of carved seals, giving
Taiwanese and Japanese seal carvers a place to showcase their pieces. He also used his position
as a renowned expert in the field of art to write prefaces for seal carvers and published review
articles for the craft; greatly increasing the public appreciation for carved seals. For those who
desired to enter the craft of seal carving, he generously created prints of seal carving from his
collection for their study. Furthermore, he invited Japanese seal carvers to Taiwan for academic

exchanges.

Hotsuma Ozaki is truly a multi-talented man in poetry, calligraphy, Chinese painting
and seal carving, For him, the craft was merely his amateur “hobby and interest”. In terms
of achievements for his carved pieces, it was not possible for Ozaki to be viewed as a
“professional seal carver’ , but his many social relationships, broad perspectives, and his
love and care for talented individuals allowed him to promote many Taiwanese and
Japanese seal carvers. When examining the entire field of seal carving in Taiwan during
the Japanese colonial period, naming Ozaki as the “spearhead" of the art in Taiwan is a

title that fits the bill.

Keywords: Hotsuma Ozaki, Qing-de Wei, Preserved Prints of Seal Carving from

Koson, Shuizu Seal Carving Society, Yushan Seal Carving Society
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