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ABSTRACT

The “time” implicated in contemporary art does not refer to an abstract concept of
time. Rather, it is the notion of the “historical time” which is a product of European
modernity. Such an understanding of “time”—that each historical period is marked by
a unique set of characteristics—is perhaps most vividly exemplified by the case of
Asia. Evidently, the sense of a “homogenous time” among different nations was not
experienced in Asia only until the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The new
millennium then sees three more conditions contribute to consolidate this modern
experience of time. These three conditions are, first, urbanization and its resulting
economic growth as well as the highly-developed information network; second, the
rise of cosmopolis which often serve as a platform for dissemination and exchange of
knowledge. Whereas the former signals the time of the Earth as a planet, the latter is a
“social time”. The vast discrepancy in the perception of time would inevitably make
significant impact on the “personal time”—a phenomenon which is the third condition
that |1 was to suggest here. | see this “personal time” as a question of memory in a
broad sense. With help from the information networks and “knowledge capitals”, one
acquires intellectual space which did not exist before; in the meanwhile, he or she also
experiences various degrees of memory obstacles.

Generally speaking, there are two widely accepted modes of time: one is a linear,
irreversible time, and the other a circular time. Whereas the former characterizes
European modernity, the latter, often portrayed as “a wheel of time”, has been most
typically adopted by Eastern cultures. Nevertheless, | find neither of the two modes
fully capable of conveying our contemporary experience of time, because we are in
fact guided by both of them. On one level, we are all born into a linear time, and have
had to live and work in it as age increases. Yet on another level, a circular time also

exists in our minds, because human beings are adept at reliving the past in the



memories. Perhaps what arises from this dual concept of time is artistic expression of
all kinds, including poetry and music. As the linear time has become the primary
mode in today’s society, which assumes economic growth as its first priority, the field
of arts, which is formed on the basis of a dual concept of time, becomes increasingly
subdued. I would point out that contemporary art of our time is also confronted with
similar problems.

However, the longstanding Asian tradition has taught us to value poetry as our
spiritual food, and that the power of artistic imagination exceeds the boundaries of
time. | believe that what underlies the artistic creativity of Asia is not economic
growth, but rather the spiritual food, whose creators include practitioners from various
fields, e.g. architecture, design, traditional articrafts, and popular culture such as
animation and anime. It should be emphasized that contemporary art, which is closely
related to these fields, also relies significantly on spiritual food. New cuisines of arts
and culture will be created through the exchange of spiritual food that various
regional cultures have cultivated. It is foreseeable that a combination of plural times
will be displayed on the dining table of contemporary art, and all flavors of the future
will be served.

(Z|#E:E Translated By Liu,Yen-yu)
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