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Preface by the Director of Culture Affairs
Department of Taiwan Provincial Government

From its opening in June 1988 until the present day, the Taiwan Museum of
Art has grown up with everyone's support and hopes, and is now ten years old. I
am happy to see that the museum's staff, working on the basis of pre-arranged
targets, have already achieved several concrete results, as well as receiving
widespread approval and favourable comments. This can be seen as a mile post set
up within the provincial government's great efforts at promoting cultural
development.

Fine Art is culture's centre of gravity, the guiding light of all art, the shared
language of the worlds people. Regardless of race or tribe, regardless of whether
ancient or modern, the noble sentiments with which people of all countries pursue
beauty are uniform. Our country has always prioritised aesthetic education as it
can enrich the human heart, cleanse the spirit, harmonise society and occupy an
important position in cultural and spiritual development. In 1979, the newly issued
national education laws added the new element of aesthetic education to the
original four educations, those of moral, intellectual, physical and social. This was
done with the hope of providing people with a balanced education producing a
flawless whole. The next step of this process was to build cultural centres and art
museums in each area, to help in the advancement of peoples aesthetic education,
and to raise the quality of peoples lives. By providing a richness of spiritual and
cultural life and allowing material wealth to be able to improve spiritual resources,
we hope that an ideal society of 'truth, goodness and beauty' can be realised at an
early date.

On the happy occasion of the tenth anniversary celebrations of the Taiwan
Museum of Art, facing a society in which there still exist a great many problems,
we actually feel the museum has too many congratulations and too many
expectations. The position of the Department of Culture is, that in its role of
educating society, we hope that henceforth we need a more active sense of mission
and sense of duty, and therefore in the exhibitions, promotion, acquisitions,
research and other aspects of the museum's work, there is a greater need to see the
bigger picture, and therefore a need to take the initiative and look outward. The
Museum of Art needs to organise larger, comprehensive shows of domestic and
international master artists, exhibitions of international exchange of works of art,
both to raise the artistic potential of our compatriots and to expand and develop a
foundation of academic approach. The Department of Culture, in its promotion of
aesthetic education for everyone, needs to find the means of reaching the whole
province, indeed the more remote rural areas are in even greater need of the
enrichment of aesthetic education.

The publication of this celebratory "Commemorative Special Compilation" is
not merely a record of the Taiwan Museum of Arts main achievements over the
last ten years, but also an explanation of the important results of this work, and as
such is a publication worthy of treasuring. With the above words I wish to offer my
personal congratulations, as well as those of the Provincial Government's
Department of Culture, to the great efforts of all the museum's staft over the last
years and to all our supporters throughout the nation, to express my heartfelt
respect and gratitude, and to thank all those who worked conscientiously allowing
the museum to accomplish smoothly its tasks and to become so vigorous.
Furthermore I hope that people will continue their support, enabling the Museum
of Art to become a key player of international stature in Taiwan's art research and,
in elevating refined culture, allow the people of the province to realise the ideal of
bringing life to art and art to life.

Mitchell Hung
Acting Director
Culture Affairs Department




