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Preface by Provincial Governor

Culture is both the source and proof of a peoples vitality. Art is
the core of culture, it can improve a populaces mentality and
emotions, and raise the quality of their lives. Over the last forty years
our nation has energetically promoted industrial and commercial
development, matured economically at a rapid pace, and society has
flourished materially. However social advancement requires both
material and spiritual Development, and with political and economic
reforms the government has actively strengthened cultural
improvements guiding the peoples outlook and style, raising the
quality of life allowing us, whilst establishing ourselves as a great
economic nation, to become a genuine great cultural nation.

The Taiwan Museum of Art can be said to be an important
milestone of the provinces cultural development. Construction was
started in 1984 and completed with the museum's opening in June
1988. For ten years the museum has had the support of the national
artistic circles, the business community and the media, as well as the
scholars, specialists, and the peopleof the province. During this
period, by attending to all aspects of exhibitions, promotion,
collection and research, a fine system and foundation have been laid
down and consolidated, bringing into full play the governments aims
and providing the people with spiritual food, enriching their lives
with the sense of beauty, beautifying their minds, balancing body
with mind and harmonising society, all in the hope of establishing a
society which is wealthy and values beauty.

All sections of society pay careful attention to the past and
present of the Taiwan Museum of Art. Celebrating the publication of
this memorial edition clearly indicates the expectations of success
everybody has for the museum. I too wish to express my
congratulations, and at the same time to extend the highest respects
and gratitude both to the museums staff for their hard work, and to
the people of our nation for their support. On the verge of entering the
twenty-first century, I hope the Taiwan Museum of Art manages this
operation with great vision and high ambition, continue to achieve
magnificent results, and help in attaining the ideal of being a great
cultural nation.

James C. Y. Soong

Taiwan Provincial Governor




